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DISCLAIMER

This is a fan project made for chess fans and it's entirely free. I used
sources, which are not my work, and for those, the credits go to
their respective owners (see credits). You can share this work, but
it has to remain free for everyone!
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"Chess is nst only The mest de/%ul and,
wwnﬁwa' te, bul the most meral %WW

~Paul Merphy




The Challenge




On Feb. 4, 1858 the New Orleans Chess Club sent a letter to
Howard Staunton challenging him to a match with Paul
Morphy.

A0

Siv.—On betalf of the New Ovleans Chess Club, and in
meet Mr. Faul Morphy in a chess match. In bransmitting this
inwidbation, pevmit us le sbserve, that we are prempted ne less by the
desire te become perssnally acquainted with sne whom we have s
wonllict oo the boaad,




A response to the challenge was published in Howard
Staunton's chess column in the Illustrated London News.

PROPOSED CHESS MATCH BETWEEN ENGLAND AND AMERICA
FOR ONE THOUSAND POUNDS A SIDE. -- We have been
favoured with a copy of the defi which the friends
of Mr. Paul Morphy, the Chess champion of the
United States, have transmitted to Mr. Staunton.
The terms of +this cartel are distinguished by
extreme courtesy, and with one notable exception,
by extreme liberality also. The exception in
question, however, (we refer to the clause which
stipulates that the combat shall take place in New
Orleans!) appears to us utterly fatal to the match;
and we must confess our astonishment, that the
intelligent gentlemen who drew up the conditions
did not themselves discover this. Could it possibly
escape their penetration, that if Mr. Paul Morphy,
a young gentleman without family  ties or

professional claims upon his attention, finds it

intended voyage to Europe, his proposed antagonist,
who is well known for years to have been compelled,
by laborious literary occupation, to abandon the
practice of Chess beyond the indulgence of an
occasional game, must find it not merely
inconvenient, but positively impracticable, to cast
aside all engagements, and undertake a Jjourney of
many thousand miles for the sake of a Chess-
encounter? Surely the idea of such, a sacrifice is
not admissible for a single moment. If Mr. Morphy

for whose skill we entertain the 1liveliest
admiration be desirous to win his spurs among the
Chess chivalry of Europe, he must take advantage of
his purposed visit, next year; he will then meet in
this country, in France, and Germany, and in

Russia, many champions whose names must be as

household words to him, ready to test and do honour
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Staunton also replied personally to the challenge
sending a letter to the New Orleans Chess Club.

%mf/ﬁmm;

In teply to goutr very cowrteous praposal for me to 15t New
%f,pWMMWW/MWWP%/@SQW/M
entiely except in the most dbsullory mannet, and that at the present
lime these dutics ane s exacting that it is with dfficully T am
MM&@fMW%@%W%f@V%/%@CM@M%WM

MM%KMWMWWWMWPM@W@W
and aideous chess contest, @me%ﬂ/ﬂeﬁ@baﬁﬁ, wodld be an
entepiise too foumidable for me to embatk in without ample
ppartanily for the tecorety of my ol Strength in play, lagether witk
such aviangements as wold prevent the sactifice of my professional
W@nﬁf/&@%@f@(@%@mf&%@é%@fﬁ%ﬁ%@é%@%ma/
fiere, is admissible only in a dbea.

it friendly qrectings to my proposed antagonist, whase talent
MWMMWWWWW%W,MW&%
compliments to gow for the fono implied in goutr selection of me as
the 0/9/9044@1/0& 0/ such a Qﬂm/yoéon/, Vi 53? to subscribe my/fe% With,
yau/bf@ge/wn@,

H. Staunton




After Staunton's reply, Morphy decided to travel to England
and renew the challenge personally.
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Mr. Morphy reached New York on the
morning of June 8th, and left the next day
in the Arabia for Liverpool, to be present at
the Birmingham festival. After the close of
the meeting of the British Association, he
will proceed to London, where he will
remain several weeks, for the purpose, if it
be agreeable to Mr. Staunton, of contesting a
grand match with the distinguished English
player, in accordance with the terms of the
challenge of the New Orleans Club. As the
chief obstacle to the acceptance was the
ereat distance of New Orleans from
England, it is hoped that every impediment
will be removed by Mr. Morphy's presence in
London.
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On the morning of June 20, 1858, Morphy arrived in Liverpool,
and the next morning he proceeded to London. A few days
later, Morphy met Staunton, and he renewed the challenge of
the New Orleans Chess Club, which Staunton conditionally
accepted, requesting a month to brush up on his chess
openings and endings.

ACCEPTED

Although Morphy and Staunton met frequently at the St.
George’s Chess Club, they never sat down together. Morphy,
having made the first move, now awaited Staunton’s
approach. It would appear that the reason for their having no
friendly game in public was that Staunton desired first to
observe Morphy’s strength and manner of play against other
opponents.

(6]




Very soon after their first meeting, Staunton asked that their
match be postponed until after the Birmingham meeting in
August. Morphy agreed to this second postponement, and
Staunton affirmed the agreement in the Illustrated London
News.

July 10 -- Mr. Morphy has proffered
to play Mr. Staunton a match of 21
games for a stake of 500 pounds a
side, and the latter has accepted
the challenge, conditionally that
the terms of play are such as he
can agree to without infraction of
his present literary engagements.
As there appears every disposition
on the part of his opponent to meet
his wishes in this respect the
match will probably take place in
London shortly after the Birmingham
Chess Meeting.




August 14, 1858

Lear Scr,

As we ate now a/a/aAoac/u'/? the Bome
meeting, at the termenation of which o have
fc)’( our mateh to commence, ¥ think’ & would
be advisable fo Jefﬁe f/w /Ae/muna/uw Au,
thes week. Would %au be ;,ood eﬂn:(z?ﬁ b st
Some early perod lhen godn Seco could meet
mene, 50°that a contest Cwhiwch P have S0 much
at heatt, and wheich From %ou/z emenent /aoJc&'on
excdes So much t 9n the chess wonld,
/rw% be looked upon as a fcuf accomple.

< am dear e, %ou/u l/e/% &Jpecf/u//%,
Yl Jf//o/ga/%




To his letter of August 14, Morphy received a
somewhat lengthy reply from Staunton, its main
thrust being that the latter still required a few
weeks for preparation.
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Not considering this a satisfactory reply, Morphy

wrote again a few days later

Lear Sor—F must fost apologize for not tepliping
lo gour previous communiation. As  you obSewe,
numerons contests must be the excuse for
remessness. P 5 certanly a hgh compliment o 5o

el f/zaf ) whoSe
ufafwn. w ZQA chesS M&%j //:J been unaf/a&oac/md
M Jo (o WJ S Should Uhe
/Aep/? on z?omfymfcﬁ me&afe/% on a/:;
avwal n a.n.a/ Jome fwo /rLon.f/LJ .Jm.Ce,) </
Jlao& fo zou w /ze elente fo oUN wnfLJf cuw(, wn
he  chall %ou stated that %au Should
um some time to plepate, and %ou pr0posed a
perod for commencing which Y acaz,/afwl < am
well  aware that u?,a?ummﬁf i the
/fe/la./% wold muSt uf/r;z to “some nconvenence
me, and <V f/ze/zefode descous
amJu/f U wesheS wn ev Aw/ﬂecf M/ou/d
please State the eatlwest o/po&f ' when Je
wdl FW the match conu)y off L, Such
tme éu/? consistent wdh your previous preparation.
The fuo weeks Ae,fmw( o wn doul fcu/o/t Seem o
be rather v aﬂdt:ﬂJ/La//u//u fred
é% your ﬁZM def inite pw{d for £ Z fof{ﬁ
L leave ¢ ufdlz/% %owdf < temacn
deal S,
ouhs very respectfully,
YA e o Ty

August 2, 1858




Staunton had publicly committed himself to play a match
although the exact date had not yet been set. Now Morphy
had time to visit Paris, but upon his return to London the next
day, August 28, he read the following statement in Staunton’s
chess column, presumably in reply to a correspondent. It was
said that Staunton often used imaginary correspondents in his
column and "Anti-book" and others were thought to be such.

HE lLLUS TRATED |

No. 933.—VOL. XXXIII] SATURDAY, AUGUST 28, 1858, [WiTH A SUPPLEMENT, FIVEPENCE

ANTI-BOOK. "knowing
the authority,” the slang of the
sporting paper in question regarding
the proposed encounter between Mr.
Staunton and the young American is
"bunkum." In matches of importance
it is the dinvariable practice in
this country, before anything
definite is settled, for each party
to be provided with representatives
to arrange the terms and money for
the stakes. Mr. Morphy has come here
unfurnished in both respects; and,
although both will no doubt be
forthcoming in due time, it is
clearly impossible, until they are,
that any determinate arrangement can
be made. 2. The statement of another
contemporary that the reduction in
the amount of stakes from £1000 a
side to £500 was made at the
suggestion of the English amateur is
equally devoid of truth; the
proposal to reduce the amount having
been made by Mr. Morphy.

AND

STAUNTonN




Morphy took no public notice of the
“Anti-book”  statement. He = was
determined not to do anything that
might adversely affect the Staunton
match. Instead, he patiently awaited
Staunton’s naming “the exact date” of
the match, as promised.

October arrived, but Staunton did not set a date for the
match, so Morphy addressed another letter to Staunton.
Skeptical that the letter would go further than Staunton and
desiring that his position in the matter be made
known to the public, which knew only the “Anti-
book” version, Morphy sent copies of the letter

with a short note to the chess editors of the

Era, Bell’s Life in London, the Field, and the
Sunday Times.




CCs

> CAFE DE LA REGENCE

de—ﬁn avuwal win 5 a./w{ fﬁ/ze,e, /rwnf/w
Scwnce, P terewed the c/m// e /ﬂeAJon.a//
which the New Onleans C (b  had
Some  months preveously. ou umzj
aLCe/afw{, but demanded” a nth's  delay, m.
order to prepare %owdf for the Contest.
JMJ&ZMZ;/OM proposed that the time should
be /ﬂoJf/ao untel a/fé/a the Bome
meeting, to which <V assented. On the approach
of the perod o had fixed, < addressed
a commumncation, &guwé/? that the naCe,JJa/%
preliminates mue be urwtadmfe/% Settled, but
%ou le: f o(on.a{an wcf/wuf 4e7d/ fo f
</ wuf L Bome / the eXpless
purpose o/f aJ.éu? w b /auf a Jfola o /MM
&M:ZL&% LXL adafafo/tfﬁaouu/?ojfam
)' but Aafo/za the o/a/aodfu/u? /a/zwmfwl
%ou came to me, and, i the presence of
oG)/wl o(%f&/fon, Ma. A and ~ othenr
;mﬁunm) ou stated fﬁaf%ou/z fmu was much
occu/mw/ cn edits. a new on f
Shakespeare, and U wele unde heav
éo/wlj 7, un M/LJ/LULJ accord, ﬂuf
?M rufen.fwn. fo /a/ 7/% and Jaw[
that ¢ </ wodd consent fo a fo/Le/L
/ﬂodéao/manf untid the /mf week n x/t/ol/uném,




C<s

C» CAFE DE LA REGENCE

w wold, wdhin a few ,  commusncate
wc}f/zma/w{/d the exact . L have not
heard  further from  gou, edher /ﬂdél'/afe/%) A%
(b, ot thasugh the atumas of b Iotoatid
Aondon News.

S statement appeated in the Chess departnert
of that Journal a few weeks since, that ‘M.
Mo@ﬂ% had come. 7 .fu/zo/ﬂe W&owdw( wih
backes5 on Seconds; the infetence éu}? 0bvious
f/wf/rywa.nfojffundj was f/zaduwono/fom
mateh “not take place. A5 %ou ate the editon
of that departnert of the Dlustratsd Kosclon
\A/ewJ,cﬂfe/f/szf/mfa eman who had
a./wa%d secewed me at hs cdud, and elsewhere,
wdh bindness and cou/zfeJ%, should  allow
Jo /Wda/ a JStatement G be made n
Aefwuwa o me—one, too, which 5 not J&ch/% w
accordance with facf

omd me b nepeat what < have L}waz/u'a,é/%
dec/mdéhwex%é’ijw' I have had
fﬁaﬁonofco/fanfem',fﬁafdmwfa
/AofeJJcbna/ /Z%—f < never weshed fo
make skdl I possess the means of
pecuns advancement—and — that catnest
desce (5 never to ol o stake” but honon.
M% frends n Jl/ei%/{em%wwm, Subscrbed

October. 6, 1858




C<s

XN B I R EGENCE :-:

a cmfcuh Jum, wzf/wuf coun.fen.a.m f&om,
me, and that sum /LaJHZuL fo/z w to
meet a conswderable time /anf. Jence w% arwval
i Fars b have been asswred by ‘numerous
enten, f/mf f/zz value o/f f/wJe, Stakes can be
immediately increased o amount; But, for
elf, etsonally, atwon o5 the onl
%Jaﬁ{a j Necognele . W %
The matter of seconds cannot, certanley, of fer
dsz[(;u/ . A had the pleasuwre “of éu}?
fmf seceed in Kondon by the JE. e,o/?,eJ
Chess Club, of which %ou e 3o a&bﬁ}?wJ/zaa{
a /rLe,Me/L,' and o/f those ;,uvﬁeﬂun </ Az,guwf
the hono f a//ﬂolnﬁ}? Z Seconds, to whom L
;A/e fudl auf/w/u? w5 4}? all prelimenares.
n concluswon,” L 57 leave to State that <V
have addressed a 60/0% of ths letler bo several
editorns, beu most © descwous  that our e
osdion Sholdd no (o be mesunderstood 4
/;.a commundyy at ! ,?M %

sz;,cu'n‘ Azguadﬁ/? %au 7, fd the date fo/z
coﬁtmna/? oun /nafc/L
L have the honot to reman, IS,
704% Ve/% humble Sewant,

October. 6, 1858

Pl Mo/y/%




(October 9, 1858

London, gny/wwé

Siz, —Zh@ep@t@ym@m,j%m@t@aﬂfwg%@é%awmwﬁge

perfectly consciaus that the dfficully in the way of g engaging in
@M&mfofiwmmfmw/ﬁoﬁjﬁm@n@mﬂymwm
distinctly appraised in answer to the extracrdnaiy proposal of gowr
/MW?;W%M@WW, /m@ and avecations, to
proceed to New Otleans for the purpase a//o@m? chiess with, gou,
W@WW%/MW&&% @mes@n/m, wodld be an
MMW oo fomidable for me to embark in without ample
ppartunily for the recoreiy of mg ald stength in play, tagether with
such artangements as would prevent the sactifice of my professional
wM@e/bmte/ta%aw, m%mywm%%m%@%nﬁawﬁ
entirnely conditional on my being able to gain time for practice.

Mie @79%(:6%6@, %awa/%, 0/ some We@@, /wun? which T Rave
labored unceasingly, to the setious wyuwey of my health, shows that
nat only is it impracticable for me to save time for that puipase, but
%wég%wme@m;5/ia/¢a/?a/m?%p@7zeajwwz€mw%w%fm
engaged, subjecting the publishers to the loss of thousand, and’
myself to an action for breack of contract, condd 1 obtain time even
for the match itsell. Such a sactifice is, of cowisse, out of all
question.

%M@%@Mf%%@(@éwgea/?@%ﬁ%&%m%w%, but




WM His pfm/@ma;m/ teputation. har these ciecamstances, T
waited only the tewnination of gowr late struggle with M.
Havwitz, to explain that, fettored as T am at this moment, it is
L@D&Kfixg& /MMmMM@WMWMe which woeuld Kave the
tesull is not, pethiaps, what either gou or T dbsired] as it will occasion
dsappointment to many; but it is anavoidable, and the less to be
tegretted, Since a contest, wherein ane of the combatants must fight
under disadfantages so manifest as those I should have to. contend
against, after many gears retitement from practical chess, with my
attention absorbed and my biain overtaxed by mare important
pWM,MW@%@W@/MWa/f{%

T Rave tie /iano/&taga,
W, Ge.

H. Staunton

BS. fma%aqﬂ/%@t, W(/me/%afa/%/m a/@f@é
Ww&%w@%&pdda{jfwﬁa%@wﬁ%m, 4/%0@
fagon.




On October 23, Staunton published his entire reply of
October 9 along with a partial copy of Morphy's open letter
of October 6, omitting the reference to the "Anti-book" letter
about Morphy's lack of funds and seconds. Various chess
columns then printed anonymous and acrimonious letters.
Morphy took no part in any of this, but wrote to Lord
Lyttelton, the president of the British Chess Association,
explaining his own efforts to bring about the match and
Staunton's efforts to avoid the match with everything short of

admitting he didn't wish to play.

L L JLUCUY th ALLOARANLe WAR fACL.
On M? VL)’f MALVL/?, wn E a/w(, </
L}yfo M. Jfa.unfon f/caf Jfaéw would
]QMﬁZLmW¢§7 the moment he desired, and <V
was f/uzAz 0/e W% at a lo55 o acwunff
Jo unwaMa.afaé/e, a Jfaéﬁunf éu/?
&feﬂuwa bo me, unless widh the ntention o/f
co/n/aAonuJu? /aowan. before the publec.
And F would” ask youn /o/wb&/'a’J attention
o the terms of the Suppressed p A,
couched n  Such /W as to avord all
S on f anumus, ajffo/zdu? M.
Jtaunton  the am,/a/wf olalao/zfu /o/z
explacny awa% Lcu/ . The course
PUNS f eman  cannot o
fﬁe/éwaje, fﬁan. &f% me i asclbi fo
f/ce. Ve/% WONJS o/f ﬁwﬁi/w wn FM/LJZ
he knew fo be LMM wn

common /(AJ&C&, w ;,LVL/? as the whole o/f

7«)&4&

Octoler 26, 1858
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?lz@w@f&é&w&éeonf%aﬁaﬁf:f
| From Mnr. Staunton P now appeal to the

%z.af éoa% 0 bnglesh  Chess Pl )
</ appeal o the 5&&3& Chess HAssociation,
o appeal b /r% lord, a5 the
Maecenas  of LJ/L £/wJJ And, as L

w.ﬂfed Ul Con fon the purpose o/
%o %on, whwh chall

/mJ Aa/aaafw// acaffw( < now demand o/
%o %au shall declare to the world & o5
fau/f of mune that thes match has

/wf aken /a/cwe

L have the honowunr to remacn, lord,
%ou/u Ve/% respect :7%
Pl JWM,&/%




LORD LYTTELTON'S REPLY TO MORPHY'S
LETTER OF APPEAL

November 3, 1658

Cornusall, gnglm

Dear Sir, — I much regret that I have been unable till te-day te
weply to your leller of the 26th Uctsber, which only reached me en
the 1t inst. With regard to the appeal which yow have made to the
Buitish Chess Asssciation. I may perbaps be allswed te say, as is
President, that I fear nothing can be dene aboul the matter in
question by that bedy. It is ene of recent and rather imperfect
impassible te precure any effective meeting of its members at present,
were te meet. 1 must therefore be understosd as writing in my private
think it worth while (which I can hardly think i can be), to make
that it i net your faull that the match between youwrself and M.
Staunten has not taken place. [ this the reply might be made in twe
corcumstances, 1 shall net perhaps be blamed, if 1 go semewhat
further ints the matter. In the general circumstances of the case, 1




But 1 cannot but think that in all fairness and considerateness,
Mr. Staunten might have told you of this long before be did. I brow
seems to me plain, both as te the interview at which 1 myself was
present, and as to all the sther communications which have passed,
that M. Staunten gave yow every reassn te suppsse that he weuld be
(hor de 1 perceive that yow said &), that yew left America solely with
stronger, but it seems to me as unlikely as that you should have come,
as has been abeady stated (ansnymously, and certainly not with M.
Stauntons concurrence), in arder to  attend the Bivmingham
[surnament.

With regard te the suppression of part of your last letter, 1 must
sbserve, that I am not aware how far Mr. Staunten is respensible for
what appears in the Ilustrated London News. But whsever is responsible




for that suppression, 1 must say, that I cannst see how it is psssible
te justify or excuse it.
much interest, and the snly one, as I believe, which could have taken
counbry.

I still more regret that any annsyance or disappsintment should
ability, and his conduct and character, is eminently entitled to the

1 am, dear s, yours budy,
Lyttelton




Resolutions




Lord Lyttelton’s letter almost but not quite closed the public
discussion of the Morphy-Staunton match, the match for
which England, Europe, and America had been waiting for
Staunton to set the date. It would appear that Lord Lyttelton
had expressed the general sentiment in the country, as did the
following resolution of the Manchester Chess Club.

November 17, 1858

Resolved; That this meeting, while recognizing
Mr. Staunton's right to decline any chess
challenge which he might find inconvenient and
incompatible with his other engagements, deems
it proper (inasmuch as Lord Lyttelton has only
felt himself at liberty to answer, in his
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| private capacity, Mr. Morphy's appeal to him asi

|

| President of the British Chess Association) to|
|

declare its full concurrence in the opinioni

I I

| expressed by Lord Lyttelton in his letter to Mr. |

|

|

|
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|

|

|
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|
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1

| Morphy, of the 3d inst., that in all fairness

|
iand considerateness Mr. Staunton should have

itold. Mr. Morphy long before he did, that he
i declined the proposed match.
That copies of this resolution be sent to Mr.

|
|
iMorphy, Mr. Staunton, and the editor of the
|
l I11lustrated London News.

|

|

|




Of all the English clubs, only one accepted and approved
Staunton’s tactics and explanations.

November 26, 1858

Resolved: That the Cambridge University Chess
lub recognizing the important services
endered by Mr. Staunton to the cause of chess,

nd seeing with regret the ungenerous attacks

i
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
c i
r |
|
a I
|
which have for some time past been directed]
|
against him by a certain section of the press,i
notorious for its anti-English tendencies, arei
of opinion i
1. That under the peculiar circumstances ini
which Mr. Staunton found himself placed, it wasi
scarcely possible for him to do otherwise thani
|

decline the proposed match with Mr. Morphy. !
|

2. That his allowing the challenge to remaln'
pen so long as there appeared the sllghtest

hope of his being able to play, was, <
beyond all question, the proper course §|

o be adopted by one really anxious

H ¢+ O T O

or the encounter.




The Era of December 12, 1858, took strong exception to the
Cambridge resolutions.

December 12, 1858

I

|

|

|

|

I

i The intention, of course, was to justify Mr.
iStaunton in taking the course he has adopted,
ibut it does not do so. It says he was right in
iallowing the challenge to remain open till the
ilast moment. If, indeed, Mr. Staunton had kept
|

ithe challenge open as long as possible, no one
iwould have blamed him, but that was precisely
iwhat he did not do. He accepted the challenge,
iand thereby closed with it, and his friends
isubscribed funds for the stakes. What Mr.
iStaunton did allow to remain open was the day;
|

l and after repeated promises to name it, that
|
|
|

has been postponed to -—- never.




